Division for the Advancement of Women
Department of Economic and Social Affairs

ATDE-MEMOIRE

Regional consultation on Reducing the Gender Dimensions of Poverty:
Microfinance Policies, Processes and Practices

Rabat, Morocco
17-19 April, 2002

A. Introduction

The Division for the Advancement of Women (DAW) of the United Nations
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) will organise a regional consultation
from 17-19 April 2002 in Rabat, Morocco, to (a) analyse the key issues that have

emerged from the on-line discussions on micro-finance that were conducted in June and
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The long-term poverty reduction potential of such micro-level initiatives needs to
be examined more rigorously. In particular, microenterprise experiences need to be
analyzed in terms of key factors in their success or failure in order to determine their
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and economic systems as well as to establish “minimum packages™ for establishment and
support of viable microfinance schemes. It is also necessary to a) target those women
who should benefit most from such schemes and ensure that they have input in their
development and implementation; and b) determine whether such schemes do in fact
empower women on a sustainable basis as distinct from alleviating poverty within
households. This project will focus on Africa and will examine the microfinance policies,
processes and practices in that region.

C. Objectives and Organization of the Consultation

“Reducing the Gender Dimensions of Poverty™ is a project which aims to assess
and improve the viability of microfinance as a poverty reduction strategy and a tool for
the economic empowerment of women.

The consultation specifically aims to:

1. Analyse the key issues that have emerged from the on-line discussion held by DAW
as a lead-up to the consultation.

2. Facilitate a dialogue among key stakeholders with regard to sustainable and effective
microfinance.
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(b) indirect outputs:

e Increased awareness about the role of microfinance in the empowerment of women.
e Ways to improve collaboration and coordination on this issue will be identified.

E. Participants and Administrative Matters

The consultation will be organised by the Division for the Advancement of
Women. It will be responsible for:
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identification and selection of participants;

preparation of background document(s);

preparation of guidelines for presentations for selected speakers:

drafting and sending of invitation letters; and

consolidating advanced copies of presentations papers to be prepared by the selected

participants.
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Representatives from selected NGOs (international and regional):
Representatives from other regions:

Donor countries/agencies:

Representatives from other UN agencies:
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DAW/DESA will arrange travel and daily subsistence allowance (DSA) for
participants from other countries.

Language of the consultation

The working language of the consultation will be French. Documentation for the
consultation will be provided in French.

Passports and Visas

Participants will be expected to make necessary arrangements with regard to
passports, visa and health certificates for travel and consultation attendance.

F. Report and Publications

Background document(s) for the consultation will be prepared by DAW/DESA.
A consultatinnrenort will he nrenated hv a.consultant/facilitator and will be nublished bv

DAW/DESA tollowing the conclusion of the workshon..




